
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In Creation” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “Violence” is the fifth in the series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s 
service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship
  5:00 p.m.    Kids for Christ
  5:00 p.m.    Youth Ministry
  5:30 p.m.    Growth Groups
  7:30 p.m.    The Oaks College Ministry

Tuesday: 
  6:00 p.m.    Jubilee Ringers

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson 
Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Wednesday: 
 6:45 p.m.    Growth Groups
 7:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir
Thursday:
 6:30 a.m.     Men’s Fellowship Breakfast

Saturday:
 10:00 a.m.  Garden Work Day + Mini          
    Fall Festival

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

                    All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893),
             if you’d like to know more about becoming involved in the items 
                                        on the schedule below.

Children’s Ministry: Trunk or Treat on October 31
    It's the most fun time of the year! Can you believe it's already 
October? I know many of you already are planning your 
family's cute Halloween costumes! But, even if you're a little 
more last – minute and lean toward telling your kids to throw 
on a sheet and grab a pillowcase for candy, that's great too! 
   There's no judgment here!  The important thing is, that you 
make plans to attend our annual Trunk or Treat!  We always 
have a wonderful time with candy, costumes, hotdogs, cotton 
candy, and fun! 
   I’ll have the baskets out next week to start collecting c andy, 
and we appreciate all of you who will donate a bag or two.

I'll also have an insert in the bulletin next week to ask for all the volunteers it takes to make this a successful 
event. Please be thinking about how you'd like to help.  
   This year we'll have our Trunk or Treat on Halloween night, Friday the 31st, from 5:30-7:00. I can't wait, 
and I sure hope you'll be there! — Alayna Brooks



College Ministry:  A Weekend of Parties

Youth Ministry:  As It Is!

  Two great parties took place last 
weekend — a tailgate party and a 
garden party. Last Saturday, many 
of you supported a tailgate party for 
McMurry’s first home football game 
by supplying canopies, yard-games, 
and cooking and serving food. 
Thanks to everyone who helped 
out. I hope you enjoyed the afternoon! 
Then, last Sunday night, our college 
students met for The Oaks at the 
Open Door Garden, which on its 

on its own would have been a treat enough. But on top of that, many members of Aldersgate who are 
participating in the adopt-a-student ministry dropped by to meet their students and to enjoy the evening 
with us as well. I couldn’t have asked for a better night at the garden, which was filled with good food (like 
peach cobbler and ice cream) and the unfolding of a ministry that is forming new relationships within the 
Aldersgate community. — Kyle Watson

   What would it look like if Earth were as it is in Heaven? I’m 
sure things would look a bit different. However, we can see 
glimpses of Heaven in our every day lives. 
   We also have been called to usher Heaven to Earth every 
day! When you choose love over hate, compassion over 
cruelty, and relationship over division, you are able to act as 
a tabernacle.
   A tabernacle was a place for God to meet with His people. 
It was the place where God’s presence dwelled.
    It was a holy place, a place of connection between the living 
God and His beloved. Now as the Holy Spirit lives within us, 
we carry the presence of God with us wherever we go. We are 
ambassadors of Christ! 
  For Earth to be as it is in Heaven, we must live love in a very tangible way everyday. Not just on the days 
that are convenient or to the people that are easier to love. 
   To live the love the way Jesus did is to love with no boundaries, to serve unabashed, and to give more than 
what we thought we could.
   What would it look like if Earth were as it is in Heaven? Let’s love with no limits and find out!
    Grace and Peace! — Daniel Mathis



ALIVE In Creation: Violence
Genesis 6: 5-13
Sermon Notes

Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Shaking your head stuff…

 •James 4:1-6

In other news East of Eden (Genesis 4-6:7)
 •Cain and Abel

 •Lamech

 •The “EVERY” days of the flood and the Grief of God
 

But Noah… (Making “Some” sense of the Flood)

 •Noah’s names means ____________ (3:17-19, 5:29)

 •Geography, Archeology and other Ancient Flood Stories

 •de-Creation (bohu tohu) and the Covenant of Recreation 

The Great Yes and Rest (Revelation 21:5)

   Rather than being conformed to this world and its mixed-up priorities, we can seek together to be 
transformed by a different and better story so we can join with God in the healing of our world.      
    To be alive is to join God in caring about the oppressed, the needy, the powerless, the victims, and 
the vulnerable. To be alive is to believe that injustice is not sustainable and to share God’s desire for 
a better world.  
                                                                           –Brian McClaren, We Make the Road by Walking, p. 22



Growth Group Questions
1. Recently, the news media have reported several incidents of domestic violence perpetrated by 
NFL players. The media recently also have reported horrific acts of violence perpetrated by the group 
known as the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, or ISIS.  What have these reports stirred in you?

2. Name a time when you experienced violence being perpetrated against another in your very 
presence.  How did it make you feel?  How did you respond?  How has that experience shaped your life?   

3. Write down one thing about this week’s sermon that “especially intrigued, provoked, disturbed, 
challenged, encouraged, warmed, warned, helped, or surprised” you?

 
4. Genesis uses the word “inclinations” (6:5), and James uses the word “desires” (4:1-2).  How do 
you determine if your desires are spot on or if they may be destructive to you and others?

 

 
5. Read Genesis 6:5, 11-12.  How do you react to these all-encompassing statements?  Is this your 
experience of the world?  Why or why not?  Do you think others easily could have a valid reason for 
thinking differently than you do on this?  Why?   

6. How did you respond to the reality that Noah’s name means “rest?”  Did this help you 
understand the flood story better?  If so, how?

7. How may the members of your Growth Group pray for you this week?



Spotlight on Academy Teachers:  Jackie Leverett
   Hello! My name is Jackie Leverett and I am so happy to be 
teaching 4year olds at the Academy this year. This will be my 
14th year here at Aldersgate.
    I have a Bachelor’s Degree in Education, with a kindergarten 
endorsement, and a minor in physical education.  
     I have two children, Kelsey, who is 21 years old and a senior at 
ACU. Kirkland is 14 years old and an 8th Grader at Mann Middle 
School.
    This year, we will prepare the children for Kindergarten. We 
use the Frog Street curriculum. We work on helping the children 
be independent, recognizing and writing their names, learning 
the alphabet and numbers, 1-29. Frog Street has a focus on 
emotional and social development, as well.
   One of the first activities we did was to introduce ourselves 
to people (the church staff)  we met as we walked through the 
church.
      My desire is to make learning fun. I want the children to know that Jesus loves them, as well as the 
Academy and Aldersgate community. — Jackie Leverett

Financial Peace University: Begins October 16
 At Aldersgate, we talk about money because 
Jesus talked about money. Essentially, the way that we 
relate to money has effects on every aspect of our lives, 
including and especially, our faith. 
   Healthy management of money, which in the church 
is often known as “stewardship,” can bring us freedom 
and joy. 
  One excellent tool in learning to manage money 
in a healthy way is a program called Financial Peace 
University, which was created by Dave Ramsey.

   In this eight-week course, participants learn methods of budgeting, spending and saving wisely and 
eliminating debt. Aldersgate member Diana Hartmann has volunteered to facilitate a Financial Peace 
University course on Thursday nights from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Chapel, beginning on October 
16th.
   The course would run through December 11th, taking a break on November 27th for Thanksgiving. The 
cost to participants will be $93 per couple/pair and provides the materials needed for the course. 
   That’s a significant savings from individually ordering the information online, which costs $199 per kit.    
If you are interested in more information or in signing up for the course, please contact Diana Hartmann 
at (325) 518-1498 or call the church office at (325) 672-7893. Grace and Peace.



Rummage Sale: Until Next Year!

Open Door Garden: Work Day + Fall Fesival on October 11
   I always look forward to the second Saturday of the 
month, when I know I’ll be in the garden again with 
my friends. All are welcome to come to the Open 
Door Community Garden (S 19th and Amarillo) on 
Saturday, October 11.
   The work will begin at 10 a.m. The fall garden has 
been planted, but we have some maintenance to do 
to keep the garden and its produce in good health.        
   All ages and skill levels are welcome to participate. 
You may bring your own gloves and tools or use 
those that are available at the garden. After we work, 
we will play! A mini Fall Festival is the works, with 
free family-friendly fun for all ages. 
  Come decorate pumpkins, bob for apples, enjoy 
some popcorn and much more as we celebrate 
the season and enjoy each other’s company in the 
neighborhood.

    And bring some friends! Everyone is welcome in the garden, any time. Should you have any questions about 
the Open Door Garden and our neighborhood ministry, please feel free to contact me at amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org or at (325) 660-5017. Grace and Peace. — Amy Wilson Feltz

   Shoppers waited a year to come to the Aldersgate United 
Methodist Women’s Annual Rummage Sale. This was the 
46th annual sale to date, and is a tradition in which our 
church takes pride. 
   At 5:00 p.m., Wednesday night, the doors opened for the 
preview sale. The shoppers wasted no time in selecting their 
treasures.  The aroma of freshly baked pecan pies filled the air, 
and everyone knew the best was yet to come.
    Thursday and Friday, the sale was open 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 

p.m. Bargain hunters were packed like sardines in the Fellowship Hall, Patio Room and the hallway. 
     Christmas decorations, jewelry, books, clothes, kitchen wares, linens and  furniture went out the door 
faster than the wind. What was left Saturday morning, went for $1.00 a bag. Wow!
    If you missed out on Jack Darnell’s Amish Friendship Bread this year, remember to stop by the Bake 
Sale first next year. The lunch was excellent, as always, thanks to our awesome kitchen staff, led by Pam 
Rosenbaum and Ellen Knox — homemade cornbread and pinto beans, hot dogs, chips, nachos  and
homemade pecan pies, topped with ice cream (store bought). Sorry about that! Maybe they will make 
homemade ice cream next year. Hint! Hint!



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Alice Shaw

Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Launa Brand
Mary Gregory
Ann Arthur
Mary Buckner
Leslie Kitchell

Presence                      (9.28.2014)

Budget for 2014 = $754,631.00
Received This Week = $11,738.50
Received Month-to-Date = $56,400.28
Received Year-to-Date = $566,131.85
2014 Faith Promise Pledges = $70,859.00
2014 Faith Promise Contributions = $130,873.02

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Dan Gilbreath
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Worship Service= 212                      
11:00 a.m. Worship Service=175 

Total Worship Service Attendance=387                                                  
 Sunday school=219

The Oaks =26

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. Willis, 
on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more 
information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Ruben Sandoval

Billie Catington extends a thank you for the visits, calls, cards, food and prayers she 
received during her recent illness.

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

Still need a copy of “We Make the Road by Walking”?  by Brian D. McLaren. The 
church office has extra books available for $17.50 each.  



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

     ALIVE in the Word                                                                                                    
                                                    Pastor  Amy                            

Our current sermon 
series, has been 
inspired by the Bible 
and by “We Make the 
Road by Walking,” 
authored  by Brian 
McLaren. You are 
encouraged to read 
both this year to dive    
into a deeper understanding of its 
major themes. The book chapters are 
short, and the questions are thought-
provoking! Copies of the book are 
available through the church office 
for $17.50 each. Grace and Peace!
— Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue in our ALIVE 
sermon series.  
                    Sermon Passages                              
Sunday:                   Genesis 6: 5-13
Monday:  Genesis: 4-: 1-16 
Tuesday:  Genesis 4: 17-26
Wednesday: Genesis 6: 9-7:24
Thursday: Genesis 8: 1-9:29
Friday:  Genesis 3: 9-18
Saturday: James 4: 1-6 

Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:  Genesis 48-50
Monday:  Exodus 1-3
Tuesday:  Exodus 4-6
Wednesday: Exodus 7-9
Thursday: Exodus10-12
Friday:  Exodus 13-15
Saturday:  Exodus 16-18 
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

   As many of you know, I am the oldest of 
four children. The two youngest are boys. 
I remember when they were small, 4 and 5 
years old maybe, everything was a contest 

between those two. If one had one thing, the other needed one, too. 
It was only fair.
    My mom did what she could to keep the peace. One evening, 
after a long day, we drove through a drive-thru for dinner. The boys 
wanted kids’ meals, with toys, of course. 
   I recall my mom’s weary voice, “Make sure the toys are the same, 
please.”
    It was the same way with my sister and me.  I am guessing you had 
similar experiences as a child. Parenting is not for the faint of heart, 
is it?  Maybe we should call the people who had a hand in raising us 
to be the fine human beings we and thank them.
     Yes, let’s do that. 
    But let’s not stop there. Let’s continue to read the stories in the 
Bible that tell us of the rivalry that rises up between human beings 
when we continue to pursue our own selfish definition of what is fair 
(which somehow always results in our getting what we want, even at 
the expense of other people) and the violence that inevitably pursues 
when we don’t like what we get. 
    Adam and Eve. Cain and Abel. Noah and the Ark. These stories 
both appall and fascinate us because as distant and far-fetched as 
they may seem on the surface, there’s something eerily familiar 
about it all.  Grasping for more and more and more.
    More power to judge each other. More favor and comfort in life. 
More of whatever we want, when we want it.  
    It’s understandable, really. We were created for more. We were 
created to reflect the image of God more fully. More grace. More 
love. More peace.
  That’s the story we’re after. That’s the life we seek. And we’ll find 
it. If we keep reading. We’ll see glimpses here and there in every 
book of the Bible, as we counter people who amid the rivalry and the 
violence all around choose instead to care for others, even at the rick 
of their own safety. And when we make it to the stories of Jesus, we’ll 
see it in its most perfect form: ALIVENESS: This is the road. and we 
make it by walking. — Grace and Peace


